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BritonsPictsIrish in Medieval times.
GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Instructor

Turning first of all to the essay content, the key
words in Peter Salway's quote (p. 1) are "the culture
and language we loosely call Celtic" (emphasis
added). One of the key aims of this assignment is
to try to establish whether they loosely considered
themselves to be in any way Celtic at the time. As
far as the labelling of peoples by Classical sources
is concerned, these may simply have been based
on geography, i.e., naming the people after the
place (rather than the reverse). 

The taxonomy of the languages on page 3 is not
quite right. Welsh, Cornish and Breton are British,
and grew out of the Brittonic language. These and
Gaulish are P-Celtic. Irish and the other Gaelic
languages are Q-Celtic. Therefore, there is very
little doubt that the Britons, Gaels and Picts spoke
languages that were "Celtic based" (p. 3). More
important here is whether or not they knew it and
felt any sense of shared identity. 

On page 4, Cruithni is not the name of the Picts for
themselves. It is the Irish equivalent of Priteni
(Britons) and also an example of Q-Celtic (Cruithni)
versus P-Celtic (Priteni). Rather interesting, also, is
the idea that the Britons came from Brittany,
whereas they in fact went to Brittany in the sub-
Roman period (which is how Brittany got its name) 

The section on Alfred the Great, (p. 6) although
interesting in its own right, is not directly relevant
to this assignment. His role was in the formation of
the kingdom of England, which is a separate story.

In many ways, despite the reservations expressed
in the essay itself, the section on Celtic Spirituality
and Christianity (p. 7) helps to illustrate why this



assignment was set. The "Celtic Church" is a
controverisal label given in modern times, and the
illustrious list of saints named on that page would
never have heard of it. 

The Conclusion (p. 7) makes the valid point that
there is no question about the linguistic descent of
the various languages. However, the point of the
assignment has perhaps been misunderstood a
little. The Britons, Gaels and (to a lesser extent)
Picts are all labelled as Celts in today's world.
However, the term was never used to describe a
contemporary people throughout the medieval
period, and so, to what extent can it be considered
an appropriate label for peoples who would never
have used it for themselves? This was the essence
of the assignment. 

On matters of style and presentation, there are
rather too many long quotes in the esaay and an
unnecessary use of bold type. Also, at times, the
work strays into areas and periods which are not
directly relevant. Nevertheless, the work does
show signs of a great interest in the topic and
evidence of wide background reading. 
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